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Class Procedures:
Mr. Holmes was prepared for the students when they entered.  Before class, he prepared the computer with his power point presentation. When class began, he handed out personalized folders to each student.

Mr. Holmes began with having students read the learning targets, asking two students to read them aloud.  Two students volunteered.

Mr. Holmes then went into direct instruction, reviewing the five literary genres: Fiction, Drama, Non-Fiction, Folklore and Poetry.  He then began discussing sub-genres of each of the five genres.  Sub-genres for fiction: Realism, Historical, Science and Fantasy.  Sub-Genres for Drama: Comedy and Tragedy.  Sub-Genres for Non-Fiction: Information, Persuasion, Biography and Autobiography. Sub-Genres for Folklore: Fairy Tale, Legend, Tall Tale, Myth and Fable.

Students then began an independent activity on Identifying Genre. Mr. Holmes handed out a two-page activity with snippets from various reading asking students to identify genres and sub-genres.

After giving students time to read and identify, Mr. Holmes then went over the activity with the students.  Students volunteered their answers and reasons why.  There were a few items that brought longer debate.  

He then used a folklore reading to demonstrate Literacy Techniques or Forshadowing, Flashback and Dramatic Irony.  

To end the class, Mr. Holmes showed an excerpt from the movie A Raisin in the Sun.



Positives:

Mr. Holmes was extremely prepared for class.  He had the power point and hand out ready when the students arrived.  He started class promptly.

Mr. Holmes is extremely knowledgeable about his content.  He shares that passion with his students.

Mr. Holmes has the desks arranged so students can look at each other to facilitate discussions.

The students really were into interpreting Little Red Riding Hood and how the story has changed over time.



Improvements Suggested

Probably the most important suggestion deals with classroom management.  Throughout the entire hour, four students, (Preston Halbert, Isaac Hartley, Andre Martin, and Magic Vang) were talking constantly during the hour.  Take charges and make the students pay attention and stop talking.  Do not be afraid to move their seats even during the hour.  If students refuse to comply, call for assistance and remove them.  

Second, watch your “posture.”  Often, when you were instructing, you had your back to the students.  It seemed as if I was looking at your back more than your face.  That may help with the inappropriate behavior as well.

Take time out of your day to enjoy your colleagues, especially during lunch.  It is a time you can use to re-juvinate yourself.


Other Comments
I enjoyed the comments about the original “Little Red Riding Hood” and how it has changed over time.  It might be interesting to look at different versions of the story and have the students analyze them.  Also there have been some cartoons which have variety of Red Riding Hood stories. (My favorite was an old Bugs Bunny cartoon, where in the end, Bugs and the wolf goes after Red.)

Two of the passages, #5 and #7, were not very clear on the genre.  You may wish to select some that are not so vague.

Mr. Holmes is a valued member of the North Senior Academy Staff.  He participates fully in all staff meetings.  He is open to new suggestions and asks for advice when he feels he needs it. He is on his way to becoming an excellent teacher.

 	
